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I. PRESS RELEASE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claude Gasnal Organisation (CGO) has been specialized in event management since 1995 

and organizes now a team endurance-cycling event in partnership with « Le Mans Sarthe 

Vélo » cycling club and with the support of the French Cycling Federation (FFC). This cycling 

event is called: 
 

“LES 24 HEURES VÉLO”   
www.24heuresvelo.fr 

 

The race is held on Saturday 22nd August 2009  with a start at 3pm and finishes Sun. 

August 23rd, 2009  at 3pm. The goal for the contestant is to ride as many laps as possible 

on the mythical Bugatti circuit of Le Mans, the world-renowned racetrack, famous for its 

endurance events (close-circuit racetrack, floodlit at night). 

  

Whether they be trained cyclists or a group of colleagues or friends this event is a great 

opportunity for contestants to take part in a human adventure as well as to experience the 

thrill of a night-and-day professional-circuit race. Besides, « 24 Heures Vélo » is a chance for 

everyone to achieve their personal goal and to take on a team challenge in a warm and 

friendly atmosphere. 

24 Heures Vélo features : 

�  “La Matinale des 24 Heures” (morning event) : Visitors have access to the Bugatti-

Circuit, can discover and get familiar with its racetrack during one hour. 

�  “La Course des 24 Heures Vélo” (the Race)  : Between 350 and 500 teams are 

expected at the starting line of the Bugatti Circuit where they will try to ride as many 

laps as possible within 24 hours (Between 2000 and 3000 contestants) 

�   The Village : Exhibitions, shows and workshops will be offered to participants 

throughout the weekend... 
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II. WHY THIS PROJECT ? 
 

 

A) General Introduction : Cycling nowadays  

 

Sports, leisure and recreation ... Cycling is nowadays a booming activity and an increasingly 

popular type of transport. Statistics are an evidence of the importance of cycling in France: in 

2008 more than 400 000 are members of cycling associations (all federations taken together) 

and around 18 millions people ride bikes for various purposes. 

(Sources: INSEE and CSA) 

 

Just looking at the cycling-association distribution it is easy to see that the city of Le Mans is 

located in the area of 3 of the most important regions for cycling associations: Pays de Loire, 

Brittany and Normandy 

 

FFC-cycling-association distribution map  
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(Sources: INSEE and CSA) 
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B) Introduction to the Race  
 

Claude Gasnal Organisation (CGO) has been specialized in event management since 1995 

and organizes now a team endurance-cycling event in partnership with « Le Mans Sarthe 

Vélo » cycling club and with the support of the French Cycling Federation (FFC). This cycling 

event is called: “Les 24 Heures Vélo” . 

 

The goal for the competitors is to ride as many laps as possible on the mythical Bugatti 

circuit of Le Mans, the world-renowned racetrack, famous for its endurance events (close-

circuit racetrack, floodlit at night). 

 

The race is held on Saturday 22nd August 2009  with a start at 3pm and finishes Sun. 

August 23rd, 2009  at 3pm.  
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C) About Us  
 

Claude GASNAL  

Managing Director of CGO 

 

Formerly professional Basket-Ball player I started CGO (Claude Gasnal Organisation) with 

the objective to organize events for businesses (VIP facilities at the automobile 24-hour Race 

of Le Mans, 24-hour kart-racing competition for businesses, seminars, conventions, incentive 

trips...) in order for them to create customers’ loyalty and increase colleague motivation. My 

taste for sports – all of them and especially cycling- naturally led me to designing the « 24 

Heures Vélo au Mans » cycling race. Positive feedback I was encouraged in following this 

idea. Of course the « Automobile Club de l’Ouest » offered us its support in this project, 

especially by making the Bugatti Circuit available for this event. 

Long live the 24 Heures Vélo!  

 

 

 

Roger BORDEAU  

President of the National Committee « Cyclisme Pour Tous » (for development of leisure cycling) 

 

Concerned by the world of cycling for 35 years I have been working for 20 years as an 

elected executive in various regional agencies of the French Federation for Cycling (FFC). I 

have been now member of the administration board of the FFC for 12 years in charge of 

« Cyclisme Pour Tous » (development of leisure cycling on a national scale). 

Project « 24 Heures Vélo » fits exactly my goals and duties in the FFC. It features 

conviviality, endurance, and manages through sports to bring people together while 

encouraging diversity ... I actually took part several years ago in 7 « 24 Heures du 

Saosnois » race in the region and had the idea to organize a 24-hour cycling race in Le 

Mans. Unfortunately the idea has never been developed for not finding suitable organisation 

partners. 

When Claude Gasnal offered me to be part of this project, my answer was naturally yes. I will 

therefore make my contribution by giving technical guidance and ensure the cooperation with 

the national Federation. I wish and I expect a huge success for this first edition of the « 24 

Heures Vélo » race. 

 



 ���������	
�������

	��
�
����������	�������
������������������� �!�"##����$�
	�%��&'(�)�##�**�� #����*��"�"*���� �+�,�)�##�**��#����*��*�-��"!�

�.�/'�)� 0��12�3��4��1�2��'�(51 � �	/6��)� 777(��4��1�2��'�(51  

 

André PAULOUIN  

President of cycling association « Le Mans Sarthe Vélo » 

 

I have been an affiliated bike rider of the FFC since 1974 and I am now president of the 

cycling association « Le Mans Sarthe Vélo ». My first introduction to cycling was as a 

competitor of the « 24 Heures du Saonois » race in Saint Calez (I finished 2nd in 1976 ... he 

got me in the final sprint!). I have always been disappointed by the fact that cycling was 

never part of any great endurance-type races. For this reason I did not hesitate a second 

when Claude Gasnal asked me if I would like « Le Mans Sarthe Vélo » to be partner of the 

event. 
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III.  CLOSER LOOK AT « 24 HEURES VÉLO »  
 

A) The Circuit  

Build in 1966 Bugatti Circuit is a permanent racetrack located in the south of the city of Le 

Mans (55min from Paris and 1h30 from Roissy CDG Airport by train). Various motor-sport 

races take place there. The most famous are the automotive, motorbike and truck races 

under the world-known designation of « 24 Heures» (which also feature a roller-skate 

competition) and the motorbike French Grand Prix. The circuit features a close-circuit 

racetrack floodlit throughout the night. Plus the track itself is of an astonishing covering 

quality. 

  Technical information: 

·  Lap : 4185 meters 

·  Uphill altitude difference : 600 meters (3,5%) 

·  Downhill altitude difference : 1000 meters (2%) 

 

Altitude chart of Bugatti Circuit  
 

�
 

The Track �
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B) The Contestants  

 

For its first edition on August 22nd and 23rd 2009, between 2000 and 3000 contestants are 

expected to come from France, other countries of Europe and the rest of the world. Whether 

it is a personal challenge or a team adventure in a warm and friendly atmosphere, this event 

is a chance for everyone to excel. 

 

The race is open to all bike riders (members or not of a Cycling Federation) and can be 

competed as a single competitor, a pair or teams of 4, 6 or 8 members. Contestants need to 

be at least 18 on the day of the event and are categorised as follow: 
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A « scratch » ranking taking all contestants together will also be held. 
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C) Registration  

 
Registration can be made by fax or by mail as well as online on our website 

www.24heuresvelo.fr or via a partner website www.activeeurope.com 

Up to 500 teams can attend the event.  

 

Registration Package Includes:  

 

����  24 Heures Vélo Race (Le Mans) 

- A gift bag for each competitor  

- Supplies: snacks and water and technical assistance 

- Paddock access with private area for your team 

- Access to « Houx » Campsite within the circuit facilities 

- Pass for personal vehicles (1 for 2 contestants) 

- Access to toilet facilities  

- Access to electricity terminals  

 

����  Exclusive Access to Bugatti-Circuit Racetrack 

- Official Bugatti-circuit track floodlight system 

- Official Bugatti-circuit CCTV system 

 

����  Timing system  

- Microchips 

- Shirt numbers 

- Real-time ranking broadcasts 

 

����  Access to the Village 

- Shows, partner’s exhibitions and workshops... 

 

����  Supervision, organisation and safety 

- Supervision of the race 

- Track marshals and stewards (« LE MANS SARTHE VELO » association staff) 

- Official FFC judges and umpires (Static and motorized) 

- Organisation and logistics (CGO) 

- Medical staff 

 

 

 

Registration Fees  
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Registration fees depend on the number of contestants. 

 

Registration Price per team  

SINGLE 250 € 

PAIR 400 € 

PRESTIGE 
(4-rider team) 600 € 

COMPETITOR 
(6-rider team) 700 € 

LEISURE 
(8-rider team) 800 € 

 

      (VAT included (19,6%)) 
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D) The Race 

 

Relay 

A specific relay area is located on the edge of the track by the straight near the pit-stop zone. 

�

�

Timing  

Timing is a critical aspect of the race. Therefore, each team is equipped with a transmitting-

responding chip, which allows race supervisors to provide teams with real-time rankings 

broadcast on various screens. 

�

�

Safety  

Contestants will receive all the necessary attention and vigilance thanks to a CCTV and 

monitoring system. It is actually the same used during official automotive races. 

 Medical staff and first-aid workers are as well present on the premises and fully equipped. 

�

�
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E) Your Stay   
�

Accommodation  

« Houx » campsite is available for teams from Friday August 21st at 3pm. It is located about 

300 meters away from the pit-stop zone and offers an amazing view on most of the 

racetrack. Camping spaces are not reserved and will be taken by participants as they arrive. 

Details of hotels located near the track will be available on our web site. 

 

 

Catering  

Several catering options (« Athlete’s menus » designed to cover the specific needs of 

competitors during a race) will be available from Friday evening to Sunday at the Welcome 

Center restaurant in the Bugatti Circuit.  

 

 

The Village  

In addition to the thrilling race participants will have the great opportunity to get familiar with 

the Village facilities. Exhibitions and product presentations will take place throughout the 

weekend and participants will be invited to attend shows and take part in workshops. All our 

partners (equipment designers and suppliers, federations and associations...) will also be 

present to provide you with information and perhaps find the specific equipment you need. 
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IV. LA MATINALE DES 24 HEURES 
 

 

 

Beside the « 24 Heures Vélo » race, Claude Gasnal Organisation (CGO) with the support of 

the French Cycling Federation (FFC) and in partnership with « Le Mans Sarthe Vélo » 

cycling association has designed « La Matinale des 24 Heures ». 

This morning event allows the visitors during an hour to study and get familiar with the 

legendary Bugatti racetrack. Everyone can take part in the « Matinale » but as it is not a race 

no ranking will be held. It will take place on Sat. August 22nd and will be the opening event 

before the main race. 

The number of participants is limited. We will provide you more information regarding 

the « Matinale » later on our web site. 

 

Registration can be made by fax or by mail as well as online on our website 

www.24heuresvelo.fr or via a partner website.  
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V. WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
 

Friday, August 21st, 2009  

3pm. Access through south entrance to Bugatti circuit  

 Access to « Houx » campsite 

 

3pm. – 8pm. Registration checks  

 Number and chip distribution 

  

Saturday, August 22nd, 2009  

8am. – 11am. Registration checks 

 Number and chip distribution 

  

9am. – 10:45am Studying the racetrack  

 (24-Heures-Vélo contestants only) 

 

10:30am Call-up for contestants of « Matinale » race 

11am. – 12pm « La Matinale des 24 Heures »  

 

12pm. – 12:30pm. Mandatory briefing for 24-Heures-Vélo contestants 

 (Minimum 1 member of each team) 

 

12:15pm. « Matinale » Race Awards 

 

3pm.  Start of « 24 Heures Vélo » 1st Edition   

 

Sunday, August 23rd, 2009  

3pm. Finish of « 24 Heures Vélo » 1st Edition 

 

3 :15pm Final rankings 

 « 24 Heures Vélo » Awards 
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VI. BECOME A PARTNER 
 

 

In France 18 millions people ride bicycles. Becoming a partner of « 24 Heures Vélo » is a 

great opportunity for your business to profit by the media coverage the event has before and 

during the race as well as getting in touch directly with 2000 to 3000 cycling amateurs, 

enthusiasts and professionals from France and the rest of the world. 

 

�  Contestants 
 

�  Beside the 18 million bicycle users in France, more than 400 000 are officially 

members of a cycling association (all federations taken together) and concerned 

directly by this event. Bearing in mind that neighbour countries (England, Germany, 

Austria, Switzerland, Benelux ...) are also invited as they are just as well « Petite 

Reine » lovers (Petite Reine : French sweet nickname for the bicycle). 

 

�   This event is also designed for business professionals. Managers, directors and HR 

executives, who want to take on an exciting group challenge and to bring their work 

force and partners together, are expected on the starting line!  

 

�  College students or any group involved in a social or sport project are of course 

welcome to join this thrilling challenge. 

 

 

�  Visitors 
 

�  Many visitors (families, friends or simply spectators) will also be present throughout 

the weekend to support and cheer on their favourite competitors. 
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VII. TESTIMONIALS 
 

 

Jean-Claude ESNAULT  
President of Sarthe Cycling Federation, local branch of the French Cycling Federation (FFC) 

 

Le Mans is famous for its 24-hours competitions of various sport disciplines. Surprisingly, 

cycling never had until then an event with this renowned « 24 Heures » designation. 

Therefore, and thanks to Claude Gasnal and his team’s excellent idea of organising the « 24 

Heures Vélo » race on Le Mans Bugatti Circuit, a great and large-audience competition is 

going to be born in the French county of Sarthe in 2009. This event will bring together many 

« Petite Reine » fans coming from every part of France and even other countries in the World 

willing to take part in this very 1st Edition in August 2009. 

The local branches of the French Cycling Federation (FFC) and “Le Mans Sarthe Vélo “ 

cycling association will join their efforts in order for this gathering of all-age bike fans to meet 

a great success.  

 

Roger LEGEAY  

Sport director of a professional cycling team 

Patron of « 24 Heures Vélo » 

 

What a great idea to organise the « 24 Heures Vélo » on the Bugatti Circuit! Cycling is 

nowadays in a booming phase and will be even more in the future. Ecology, environment, 

pollution, wellness and health are strong and critical concepts nowadays. In the same way 

challenge is another crucial concept in the modern society of ours whose foundations have 

been shaken. As a matter of fact, CGO now offers us a new challenge to be experienced on 

one’s own or as a team: Le Mans « 24 Heures Vélo » race. This event should become a 

major and renowned large-audience competition such as “L’Etape du Tour” or as why not ... 

New York City Marathon. 

No matter what, this race has to become a yearly meeting event for all kinds of bike riders: 

24 hours of friendship, conviviality and sports in a unique and legendary world-famous 

venue. 
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Patrick CHAILLOU  

Communication director of « Automobile Club de l'Ouest » (Circuit des 24 Heures) 

 

Located within the « 24 Heures du Mans »-Circuit facilities, Bugatti-Circuit racetrack has 

already proved to be an amazing playground for motorbikes, sidecars, go-karts, cars, and 

even trucks. These very same one-, two-, three-, four- and even six-wheeled vehicles have 

made the heart of Le Mans beat as the French capital of motor-sport events... 

The « Petite Reine »’s (French sweet nickname for a bicycle) two wheels are naturally more 

than welcome in this 24-hour battlefield where endurance, resistance and muscle energy will 

be the only fuel allowed! 

 

 

Xavier BERTRAND  

M.M.A. (Le Mans-born Insurance Company) 

 

This concept is for me an excellent way to point out a company’s get-up-and-go attitude and 

to show the enthusiasm and team spirit that it holds. Sports and celebrations can definitely 

be a management tool. This challenge will be for many amateurs (as we are) hard to 

achieve. But we will be the ones to say: We were there! We made it! 


